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supper* The bis; ones continued to eat slices of
pineapple, but the little ones put down their
spoons to gaze at Stephen, whom Blanche had
otten described to them as an angel; and indeed,
he was all in white, with yellow hair, he only
needed wings and to take off his socks and shoes.
Robert stood up and went to lean against the
window, picking his teeth too? but his were small
and unbroken like a child5s and shining white
against his olive skin.
""He's marvellously good-looking/" thought
Stephen, "in a technicolour way. All of them are^
except the old man. What a gorgeous stone/" He
had not seen a zircon} and thought it was a blue
diamond.
"And what can I do for you?'3 said Mr.
deSouza. Stephen explained what they wanted.
"But 1 do* not wish/1 said Mr. deSouza, "to
have the wall structurally altered/*
"It can't hurt the wall, it's only a question of
removing the plaster and a wash of brick powder.
We might discover something of great historical
importance,3"
"Then I should like to discover it myself."
"Well, come and do it, then/' cried Stephen,
"Mr. Bright, I am a very busy man/' said Mr,
deSouza with dignity, "I have not many moments,
Mr. Bright."
"Then let me do it. I'll pay for it. What more
do you want? I have told you it may be an im-
portant discovery3 historically very important/*
But the more Stephen talked of important historical